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Paying court fines

Within 28 days of a court ordering you to pay a fine, you will need to pay it in full, arrange to
pay by instalments or request an extension of the time allowed to pay. If you do not make
arrangements within 28 days, an additional cost will apply.

How can | pay the fine?
You can pay by:

e Online payment: - Online registry website (or
request a secure weblink by emailing a

Local Court.
e Credit card/EFTPOS -at the Local Court or
by phone on 1300 679 272.

o Centrepay instalments - if you receive a
Centrelink benefit, you can request
deductions from your benefit. Complete the
Payment Plan Application of Court fines for
Customers in receipt of a Government
payment, available online at the registry.

e Instalments - if you do not receive a
Centrelink benefit, you can apply to pay by
instalments direct to the court. Complete
the Application for Time to Pay Court Fines
form, available online or at any registry.

You can also ask for an extension of the 28
days. Contact the Local Court immediately if
you cannot make a payment that you have
agreed to make.

e Order the Sheriff to take your goods/property
and sell them to pay the amount you owe

For more information visit this link or contact
Revenue NSW on 1300 138 118.

What if | can’t pay the fine?

If you cannot pay the fine, you might be eligible
for a Work and Development Order (WDO) with
Revenue NSW which allows you to do an
activity to pay off your fines through
counselling, courses, or treatment programs.

Visit Revenue NSW for more information for
eligibility requirements or call the WDO hotline
on 1300 478 879. If you wish to elect this
option, court staff can send the request for
WDO to Revenue NSW. Revenue NSW will
assess your eligibility.

What if | don’t pay on time?

If you do not pay the fine or instalments on
time, the fine will be referred to Revenue NSW
who will take further recovery action on the fine
and additional costs will be added.

The types of recovery action that Revenue NSW
can take include the below. Each action may
add more to the debt.

e Ask Transport NSW to suspend your driver
licence or cancel your car registration

e Take money from your bank account or
wages

o Refer your debt to a private debt collection
agency

o Register aninterest on any land/property
you own

Do | need to pay a levy or other costs?

Yes, if the court has made a cost order or a levy
payable by law applies in your case. This can
include:

e Victims Compensation Levy - payable on
certain offences to contribute towards
compensation for victims.

e Court costs - an amount for commencing
the prosecution or action against you.

o Professional costs - legal costs payable to
another party in the case.

o Witness expenses - costs for withesses
attending.

Need help?

Contact LawAccess by Legal Aid NSW, a free
service for people with a legal problem in NSW.
Telephone 1300 888 529 (TTY 1300 889 529) or
contact the Local Court.

Details can be found on your fine notice or call
1300 679 272 and ask to be connected to the
court your fine relates to.

Disclaimer: This information sheet has been prepared for general information purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.
While the information in this document has been prepared with all due care, you should seek independent legal advice relevant to your

circumstances.
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https://onlineregistry.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.localcourt.justice.nsw.gov.au/
https://localcourt.nsw.gov.au/forms-and-fees/forms.html#Payment0
https://localcourt.nsw.gov.au/forms-and-fees/forms.html#Payment0
https://localcourt.nsw.gov.au/forms-and-fees/forms.html#Payment0
https://localcourt.nsw.gov.au/forms-and-fees/forms.html#Payment0
http://www.nsw.gov.au/money-and-taxes/fines-and-fees/fines
https://www.nsw.gov.au/money-and-taxes/fines-and-fees/fines/difficulty-paying-your-fine/work-and-development-order
http://www.lawaccess.nsw.gov.au./
http://www.localcourt.justice.nsw.gov.au/
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